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Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar: An Ultimate Inspiration
for Hindi literature

SUNIL KAMBLE

In modern India, Dalit literature is always discussed in the field of
education. Why should those who are creating Dalit literature degrade
their literature by calling it 'Dalit literature'? Those who are writing about
Dalits do not want to replace this literature with their own. Dalit
literature is talked about everywhere, but Dalit literature is not given a
place in the curriculum of colleges or universities.

There is also confusion about the nature of Dalit literature.
Some people believe that Dalit literature is what is written for the
problems of Dalits and its solution. Such writers have tried to show their
identity as Dalit writers by writing a poem or a story about Dalits. But
Dalit literature needs to be understood differently. Only those who have
experienced Dalit life can write a complete living saga with the
experience of Dalit literature.

There are two distinct streams in Hindi literature. One is
passionate and the other is passionate. It is not appropriate to divide
these streams within the framework of religion. The rendering of the
first-line literature is highly erotic. The literature is such that a father
cannot read it while sitting with his daughter. As per the view of Pradip
K. Sharma, he says that, “Hindi Dalit literature is, in fact, political
literature due to its system and its inspiration drawn from Dalit
movement.” (Sharma 07)

Against this, the field of literature of Viragamayi stream is very
wide. Society, men and women, children, meditators, sages and ascetics,
beggars, hypocrites, rich and poor are all different subjects of such
literature. This literature is not dedicated to any particular religion, sect,
region, etc. The purpose of such literature is social reform. There is
strong opposition in the society to such dangerous things as ignorance,
superstition, hypocrisy and ritual. All these things are destroying social
harmony and brotherhood. Such writers and Poets are not afraid of
anyone. Even today there is no variety of such literature.

India's social caste system seems to have treated the majority of
the people worse than animals. The shadow of the majority of Shudras.
Dalits, untouchables and tribals was also becoming ugly. In Pune, such
people had to tie a broom behind their backs. There was caste
fiiscrimination even during the British rule. But the British had given
_]ObS‘ to some of these Shudras and Dalits. The winds were blowing in the
Dalit community that children should be educated. Special credit goes o
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule and his wife Savitribai Phule. Mahatma
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Jyotirao Phule paid emphasis on education, social and political
development by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar who played “three important roles
during his lifetime: that of a caste leader, that of an Untouchable
spokesman, and that of national statesman. In his first leadership role, he
was guide, guru and decision maker for his own caste, the Mahars of
Mabharashtra, from the mid-twenties of this century until his death. From
the early 1930s onwards he was chief spokesman of the untouchables. In
his third role, he spoke on all phases of India's development, worked on
problems of labour and law as a member of the Government, and even
put aside some of his own theories to help create a viable, generally
accepted Constitution.” (Zelliot 53) _

At the end of the 19th century, a landmark event took place in
Maharashtra. A Shudra Mahar boy passed the school examination. In
the Dalit section of Mumbai, the child was honored in many places for
this joy. This child continued his education even after the school exams.
Despite his poverty, he worked hard to find his way. After leaving the
racist society of India, the boy studied in the casteless and arbitrary
social environment of America and England. This knowledge-hungry
child completed his degrees such as M.A., Ph.D., M.Sc., D.S¢, and
Barrister-at-law. It was he who accepted the patriarchy of the Indian
Constitution. He received the highest award ‘Bharat Ratna.” Thus Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar did great service to India in social, political,
economic, business, educational, religious and social fields.

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's work for the Indian Dalit
community also inspired writers of Hindi literature. Therefore, writers of
Dalit community served Hindi literature in various forms. Hindi Dalit
literature represents the Dalit voice and community’'s “movement
against socio-economic exploitation and numerous types of atrocities
committed on the Dalits; movements for better access to the
opportunities and for the realization of goals of equality, liberty,
fraternity and justice; and finally the movements of gaining self-respect
and dignified social identity. (Nandu 31)

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar’s movement for social equality, liberty
and fraternity, women's liberation movement, temple entry movement,
Chavdar Lake movement, production movement on fallow land,
movement for workers' rights and pay scale and working hours, end of
forced labour movement , Religious and cultural movements gave birth
to the Navakranti in India. This created a wave of cultural respect not
only in Maharashtra but all over India. This inspired many writers o
write such literature in Hindi as well. We can divide the literature
composed by Babasaheb's various movements into three generatipns.
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First Generation

In Uttar Pradesh, Swami Achutananda 'Harihar' is named as the master
of Hindi Dalit literature. He was the creator of plays and verses in Hind:
Dalit literature. He wrote about ancient history. However, his method of
presentation was done from a completely new social point of view. He
wrote the famous play ‘Ram Rajva Nyvay Natak' (Shambuk Vadh). He was
also the first journalist in Dalit Hindi literature. In 1918, he edited a
newspaper called 'Adi Hindi' was published. When Dr. Ambedkar went
to London to attend the Round Table Conference, Swamiji sent several
stars to support him. Babasaheb praised Swami Achyutananda for his
indomitable zeal for this work.

Swami Ramcharan Kuril, the second Hindi Dalit writer of the
first generation, was a resident of Kanpur. He was greatly influenced by
Babasaheb's social movement. At that time, 'Satyanarayana Katha' was
very popular in Dalit society. Swamiji saw that there was no welfare for
those Shudras and untouchables. He then composed 'Bhagwan Ravidas
Satya Katha'. No one needed to read this story. One could acquire
knowledge and virtue by reading stories. When Swamiji himself was
reading the story, the listeners would be mesmerized.

Shankarananda Shastri was born in Karnataka, but since he was
educated in Lahore, he was fluent in Sanskrit and Hindi. He wrote the
texts in Hindi 'Poona Pact Vs Gandhi, Convert Religion for Respect, Ishwar
Chakra, Dharma Chakra and Election Chakra, Bauddha Dharma Mei Ja/
Mangal (Vivah) Paddhati, Bauddha Dharma Mei Punarjanma, Mangal Aur
Amangal Karma, Panchsheel Kyun and Kislive, Yugpurush Ambedkar etc.
Sohanlal Shastri was a man of sharp intellect in the field of science and
logic. He spent twenty five years in contact with Dr. Ambedkar, wrote
texts such as Bharat Mei Bodhi Vruksh Kaise Sukha?, Hindu Samaj Rachna
Dalil Ki Kasauti Par, Dalit Rog Vinashak Aushadhi, Buddha Dharma, and
Diksha etc.

Lalai Singh Yadav has also written several books. His book
Sacchi Ramayana is very popular

Second Generation

The second generation of writers paid special attention to research
books. Inspired by Dr. Ambedkar's research books, in this generation of
fiterary persons have created standard literature and done the research
work. Dr. D R Jatav was educated in Agra. His major research books
include Dr. B. R. Ambedkar Ka Samajik Darshan, Dr. Ambedkar Ka
Rajneetik Darshan, Dr. Ambedkar Ke Alochak and Dr. Ambedkar Ka Jeevan
Charitra. He was awarded the Dr. Ambedkar National Award by the Dalit
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Third Generation

The third generation of Hindi Dalit literature, inspired by Ambedkarnite
thought, is four steps ahead and is very enthusiastic. Writers of this
generation do not hesitate to write anything clearly. These rebellious
voices appear in all types of Dalit stories, novels, plays, comedies.
poems, songs, biographies etc. In this generation of Hindi Dalit
literature, Ram Nihor Vimal, Buddha Sharan Hans, Suraj Pal Chauhan.
Om Prakash Valmiki, Neerja Madhav, Thakur Prasad Rahi and Jiah Lal
Arya are the leading storytellers. Buddha Sharan Hans, ArunKumar.
Vikram Singh and Balwant Rai were popular for plays. Dalit writers of
this generation have narrated their ancestors and their experiences in
their works. Their names are Om Prakash Valmiki, Suraj Pal Chauhan.
Malkhan Singh, Shravan Kumar Pimple, Chiranji Lal Chanchal and
Bhagwandas. Dalit writers have written well on the neglected female
community in India. Mrs. Meena Kumari Bodhi, Dr. D. S. Ashok,
Kaval Bharti and Sushila Hakmore are popular. In the realm of poetry,
Ram Bharose Lal, Jaisingh Vyathit, Baluram, Dr. Chiranji Lal
Chanchal, Balwant Rai, Dr. N. Singh, Suresh Uijala, Kalicharan Snehi,
Mohandas Namish Rai, Teacher Babadin, Guruprasad Madan, M. L.
Lovers, Horilal and Sahas Buddha etc. are notable.

The well Known Hindi writer Dr. Angane Lal writes, “Now it
should create a new ocean by flowing together all the streams of Dalit-
Adalit Hindi literature. In order to establish Hindi imperialism like
English imperialism, all kinds of Hindi literature should get prestige.
Hindi literature will gain a respectable place in the world only if all
streams of literature unite to make the deafening voice of Hindi literature
known all over the world by introducing tolerance instead of weakening
the power by showing discrimination and bigotry in our own home.”
(Anganelal 38)

Journalism

In the field of journalism, Urai resident Deen Dayal Viragi had a
magazine called Bharativa Jagran. Dr. L. R. Bali had started ‘Bl
Patrikd monthly in Hindi from Jalandhar. R. Kamal had started a
magazine called ‘Nimayak Bhim' from Kanpur. From Aligarh,
'Republican Sandesk’ and from Lucknow, 'Bahujar’ weekly and ‘Dalir
Chetna' weekly were published. A weekly called ‘Garima Bharar! from
Luckx}ow and 'Nag Times from Sitapur. T. P. Azad was publishing from
Kushn}agar and Shri Dayanath Nigam was publishing the monthly
magazine ‘Ambedkar in Indid’. Former MP, Shri C. P. Shaislani was
publishing 'Prabuddha Jagar' from Delhi and Shri K. P. Bandhu was
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editing the magazine 'Yuga Prabodhar'. Bhikkhu Dr. Karunakar edits
'Buddhist Biha? from Patna and Shri Buddha Sharan Hans edits
"dmbedkar Mission’. Shambuk and Fklavya magazines are being
published from here. The credit for this goes only to Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar.
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